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Constantinople, though it may truly reflect the policy of
Leo III to favour the military class at the expense of the
teachers of the university.
After the restoration of the icons Bardas, the uncle of
Michael III, wishing perhaps to emulate Bagdad, reor-
ganized the university in the Magnaura Palace. He did so
on strictly secular lines, though the head of the school, Leo
the Mathematician, had previously lectured on philosophy
in a church and had then become an Archbishop. Here
Photius and others taught, and Cyril, the Apostle of the
Slavs, learned all 'profane* branches of science but no
theology. Under Constantine VII, with his passion for
encyclopaedic knowledge, we hear of four chairs—those for
philosophy, geometry, astronomy, and rhetoric, with supple-
mentary teaching in arithmetic, music, grammar, law, and
medicine. From the professors and students the Govern-
ment, the Church, and the Courts of Law drew their highest
officials.
The reigns of the military Emperors Nicephorus II,
John Tzimisces, and Basil II seem to have brought educa-
tion to a low ebb. It is true that Simeon the Younger found
teachers about a.d, 1000, and Psellus learned from Nicetas
and John of Euchaita, but unless the latter's complaints are
purely rhetorical he and his fellow student Xiphilinus had to
teach each other law and philosophy. In 1045 Constantine
IX, wishing to create a body of intelligent public servants,
re-founded the university and laid down the conditions under
which the professors and students should work. The
university was divided into two Schools—one a school of
philosophy with Psellus at its head, the other a school of
law with John Xiphilinus as its director (nomophylax).
Admission to the university was to be open to capacity
without payment of fees and here future judges and adminis-
trators would receive their training. It would seem that from
about a.d. 1150 the important post of director of the law
school was generally held by one of the clergy attached to
the church of St. Sophia. The last outstanding nomophylax
was Harmenopulus (fourteenth century), who began to learn
law at sixteen and to teach it at twenty-two years of age.
The position of 'Chief of the Philosophers' was both

